


THIS ACTIVITY ALIGNS WITH
AUSTRALIAN CURRICULUM V9:

»» Year 5 Science / Science Understanding / Biological Sciences

Examine how particular structural features
and behaviours of living things enable their
survival in specific habitats.
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What is a
Pollinator?

8 A pollinatoris an
animal that helps flowers
move pollen so plants can
make seeds and fruits!

Pollinators don’t know
they’re helping — they
just want nectar or pollen!




* Different
pollinators like
Pollinators different flowers.

Have

preferences!| = =lelic i TEE e o
colours, and smells
like secret invitations!




1) Bees

 Beeslove blue or
purple flowers with
sweet nectar.

 Bees see blue best and
collect pollen for food!




o8 Butterflies

Butterflies like colourful,
sweet-smelling flowers
with deep tubes.

Butterflies have long
mouth parts (proboscis)
for getting to the nectar.




+F Bats

Bats like big white
flowers that open at
night.

Bats use smell and
echolocation to find
flowers.




< Hummingbirds

Hummingbirds like
bright red or orange
flowers with lots of
nectar.

Hummingbirds hover
while drinking!
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¥ Flies

* Some flies visit smelly flowers
that smell like meat. They get
tricked by the scent!




" Beetles

* Beetles enjoy large, flat
flowers with lots of
pollen to eat.




Activity 1: Pollinator—-Flower Match

@ Can you match each flower to its pollinator?
:+ “l open at night and smell sweet. Who visits me?”
% “I’'m bright red with no scent. Who loves me?”

€ “I'm purple and full of sweet nectar and pollen. Who

buzzes around me?”

® “I' have big, flat petals and lots of pollen to eat. Who's

crawling on me?”

® “I' smell very strong and bloom in the evening. Who

comes to me when it’s dark?”

> “I'smell really bad—Ilike old meat! But someone still

visits me. Who could it be?”

¥ “I’'m pink and have a long, deep tube filled with nectar.

Who can reach it?”

4 Bat

€< Hummingbird

1) Bee
4’ Beetle
8@ Moth
Y Fly

8¢ Butterfly



How Do Pollinators Help the Plant?




Activity 2:
Design-a-
Pollinator

Challenge

.~ Invent a pollinator!

Imagine this...

*  You are a young scientist exploring a brand-new
rainforest that no one has ever visited before. This
rainforest is full of never-seen-before plants and
flowers, but something is strange...

* The plants won’t make seeds unless they are pollinated
— and the rainforest needs new pollinators to survive!

* Yourjob is to invent a brand-new pollinator that lives in
this rainforest and helps the flowers grow.

e  Think carefully about your pollinator and answer these
guestions:

1. What does your pollinator look like?

(Is it big or tiny? Furry, shiny, colourful, or spiky? Does it look
like a mix of animals?)

2. What kind of flower does it pollinate?

(Big or small? Bright or smelly? Does the flower open at
night or during the day?)

3. How does it move?

(Can it fly like a bird, crawl like a beetle, hop like a frog, or
glide on the wind?)

4. How does it find flowers?

(Can it see bright colours, smell sweet scents, feel vibrations,
or sense heat?)


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Teacher note: Let students draw and describe their pollinator to the class.


Wrap-Up

e @ pollinators come in
all shapes and sizes —
and they help plants
make the food we eat!

* Next: How flowers
attract their pollinators!
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