Birds or Bees Teacher Resource

Lesson 1: What is Pollination?

Learning Aims:

Gradually introduce students to the topic of pollination with age-appropriate
language/visuals.

Content:
e Definition
“Pollination is when pollen moves from one flower to another, helping plants make seeds”
e  Why it matters?
“Without pollination, plants wouldn’t be able to make fruits or seeds, and we’d have fewer
flowers and less food!”
e Pollinators:
Animals such as bees, butterflies, birds, and even bats help pollinate flowers.
e Activity 1: Class discussion + Storytelling + Drawing task

Learning Objective:

Students will explore the importance of pollination in ecosystems and food production by
imagining a world without pollination.

Teacher reads aloud:

“Imagine waking up one day and all the bees, butterflies, birds, bats, and other pollinators are gone.
The flowers are still there... but something’s wrong.

No fruits are growing. No seeds are forming.

What might happen next in our gardens, farms, and food stores?

Can you draw a picture of the world after pollination has stopped?”

Drawing task for students:

“Draw a picture of the world after pollination has vanished.”

— Encourage students to include:

o Empty fruit baskets or shops

o Wilted flowers

e Sad animals (e.g., birds or humans who can’t find food)
¢ Plants with no seeds

e Gardens without bees or butterflies

e Activity 2: “Pollination = Survival” Class Game



Type: Group role-play

Learning Objective:

Students understand how plants and animals are connected through pollination.
Instructions:

e Prepare index cards or paper with the following written on them:
o Pollinators (e.g., bees, butterflies)
o Flowers (with pollen)
o Fruits/seeds (that form after pollination)
o Animals/humans that eat fruits
e Mix the cards and hand one to each student.
e Students form a chain of survival:

Flower — Pollinator — Fruit — Animal/Human
Once they form chains, ask:

e What happens if the pollinator disappears?
e Would we still get fruit or seeds?

This resource is licensed under Creative Commons CCBY 4.0. This license enables re-
users to distribute, remix, adapt, and build upon the material in any medium or format,
so long as attribution is given to the creator The ARC Centre of Excellence for Plant
Success in Nature and Agriculture.



	Learning Objective:
	 Activity 2: “Pollination = Survival” Class Game
	Learning Objective:
	Instructions:


