
Birds or Bees 

Lesson 1:
What is Pollination?

Year 5



THIS ACTIVITY ALIGNS WITH 
AUSTRALIAN CURRICULUM V9:

Year 5 Science / Science Understanding / Biological Sciences

AC9S5U01
Examine how particular structural features 
and behaviours of living things enable their 
survival in specific habitats.



Birds or Bees: 

Lesson 1

What is 
Pollination?

Welcome to Lesson 1!

Let's learn how animals 
help flowers develop 
into fruits and seeds.



Warm-Up 
Question

 What do you 
think happens 
when a bee visits a 
flower?



Answer:



Pollinators 
are all 

around us

•  Bees
•  Butterflies
•  Birds
•  Bats, and other mammals
•  Beetles
• Each of them help flowers 

develop into fruits and 
seeds!



Story Time: 
Imagine a World 

Without Pollinators

“Imagine waking up one 
day and all the bees, 

butterflies, birds, bats, 
and other pollinators are 

gone.”



Class Discussion

 What might happen to 
our gardens and food 
stores?

Would we still have seeds 
or fruit?



Why 
Pollination 

Matters

• 80% of flowering 
plants need a 
pollinator. 

•  Without pollination, 
plants wouldn’t 
make fruits or seeds 

• We’d have fewer 
flowers and less 
food! 



Drawing Activity: Draw a picture 
showing what you think the world 
will look like if there were no 
pollinators



- Empty fruit baskets

- Wilted flowers

- Sad animals

- Gardens with no bees or 
butterflies

What did you include in your drawing?

Anything 
else?



Group Activity: Pollination = Survival

 Let’s play the Pollination Game!

1⃣ Form groups of 4 students.
       Each person in the group will get a card, either Flower, Bee, Fruit, or Human, so
       there is one of each card in each group.

2⃣ Form a chain like this:
             ➜  ➜  ➜ 

3⃣ Now consider… 

 What happens if one part of the chain disappears?

 How does that affect the other parts of the chain?



Wrap-Up

 Pollination 
keeps the world 
blooming!

Next lesson: 
Types of 
Pollination
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